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DAVID KARCHERE is a speaker and workshop leader
who  assists people to renew their Primal Spirituality—an
experience that virtually all human beings know at birth, and

that ideally grows as the)/ mature.

Are you ready for a panoramic view of the What a beautiful statement of faith! These

epic journey of our species? words express the vision and the potential
that was planted in our hearts long ago.

These words are from the song “I Believe,” by

Eric Levisalles, and sung by Andrea Bocelli [ want to share a large and generous view of

and Katherine Jenkins: our race, the human race. It is easy to look at

what human beings do and, at times, become

I believe in a world frustrated. And frustration can go to despair.
Where light will guide us But I would like to step back and take a

And giving our love compassionate look at our species and the
We’ll make heaven on earth. journey we are on. So, if you will, join me in

this sweeping perspective of what is

Yes, I believe. happening for us as the human race.

I believe in the people Sometimes we look out at humanity, near and
Of all nations far, wonder about the ignorance of human

To join and to care beings, and wonder how it got to be like that.
For love.

The reality is that many people have a hard

I believe in a world time discerning what is true in the very

And giving our love immediate circumstance in which they live.
We’ll make heaven on earth. Often, people cannot unravel and understand
I believe. all the factors that are involved just in the

immediate situation. And so, when it comes
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to the state of the world—social, political,
cultural trends, and our spiritual evolution as
a species—how much more difficult is it for
people to see what is happening and

understand it truly?

[ am going to take you back thousands of
years. The human race found itself in tribes
of people scattered around the world. We
were hunter-gatherers, disconnected from
each other, in some cases desperate to

survive.

Archaeologists name three parts of the Stone
Age: the Paleolithic, the Mesolithic, and the
Neolithic. In the story of our prehistory and
then our history, Stone Age people began to
practice agriculture, which changed
everything. They learned metallurgy and
started to use tools that were not just stone

implements.

Great civilizations emerged in the Fertile
Crescent and other places around the

g]obe. The Bronze Age and the Iron Age
followed.

Empires rose and fell. Foremost among them

in the ancient world was Rome.

In our collective story, we rose out of the
Stone Age, through the age of ancient
empires, through medieval time, to the age of
science, the industrial revolution, and to the
information age we live in today. And yet,
many of the traits of our earlier existence still

persist. In some cases, hunter-gatherer
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peoples were beneficent, living in peace with
each other and the planet. We know this
from such people who still live that way
today. Yet, we also know there can be awful
barbarity in many hunter-gatherer peoples—
cannibalism, war, superstition, and human

sacrifice.

Through the ages, civilization has been
emerging out of all that into something else.
And do you think anybody was going to wave
a magic wand and that would mean we would
be totally evolved in an instant? That we
would instantly know our oneness, and fulfill
the true potential of humankind, expressed in

the lyrics of that song, “I Believe”?

There were potent drops of awakened
consciousness released into human culture by
enlightened souls over the millennia to
accelerate our evolution. We think of
Abraham, Buddha, and many others as such
people. Right in the middle of the domination
of the Roman Empire, there was this

beautiful Being we speak of as Jesus.

[ have faith that any human being in any given
moment could awaken and choose to know
what is true, to know love, and to act out of
what they know. Yet we understand that that
has not been the only part of our history,
because there has also been great ignorance

and destructive choices.

Against the backdrop of ages and empires,
there has been the introduction of awakened

consciousness. And then, what did those
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empires do? With rare exceptions, empires
do what empires do. In this case, they
crucified the man who brought awakened
consciousness and then coopted his teaching
and overlaid elements that had little to do
with what he brought. That became
Christianity, and many earnest, well-meaning
people took that forward through the
centuries. We have the blessing of the Bible,
which is a remarkably accurate, though
imperfect portrayal of Jesus’ teachings

brought down to us through Christianity.

You might ask, What else would have happened?
How else might the conscious evolution of

these hunter-gatherer people have gone, with all
their superstition and brutality and their desperate

efforts to survive?

Those Stone Age people became farmers and
soldiers, and leaders of empires. What else
did we think was going to happen when
someone appeared who showed the path to
enlightened spiritual consciousness? All the
people involved had the opportunity to make
a positive conscious choice. But what were

the odds of that happening?

Today, we find humankind carrying some of
the barbarity from our paleolithic ancestors.
Only now we weaponize false stories in this
information age. And we are armed not with
weapons of stone but with armaments from

this nuclear era.

When you think about it, it is a wonder that

we have come this far as a race, given our
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origins. We are far from perfect. There is
barbarism at work in our world today and

more recent attempts at empire—building.

And still, we can appreciate that we, as

humankind, are on an evolutionary path, and
the dream portrayed through the lyrics of the
song “I Believe” is still alive in our hearts and

still calling us.

A critical factor in the mix is the level of
wisdom of well-intentioned people. That
wisdom depends on what they value, honor
and worship. For religious people, it comes
down to this: Do we worship our church, or do we

Worship God?

[ am not speaking now of the God of any
particular religion. I am speaking about the
Presence of Being that expresses and
embodies itself through all Creation. I'm not
speaking about my God as opposed to
someone else’s God. I am speaking of the
Living Reality that we are a part of. I am
speaking about the source of Love and the

origin of all life.

Do we honor and value that Reality above all?
Or have the forms of human culture that are
systems of belief and codes for human

behavior become our god?

For some, it is the Christian church that is
worshipped, along with all the person’s ideas
that stem from that worship. But, of course,
there are many other religions around the

world that followers might worship.

100 Sunrise Ranch Road | Loveland, Colorado 80538 USA | Phone: 970.679.4200 |

WWW.emissaries.org



In this post-modern era, the religion for many
is not religion. It is science. Or some form of
humanism. Or a personally developed belief
and practice of spirituality, personal growth,
or new-age philosophy. Or perhaps
progressive values. And like the church,
promoters of all these post-modern beliefs
can demand that everyone else follow their
ideas and practices. Then they believe that if

everyone would, the world would be okay.

And so, people worship the god of their post-
modern religion, allowing it to replace, for
them, their own deep knowing of who they
are, who we are as humankind, and our place

on Planet Earth.

To bring it down to cases for me, do I
worship Sunrise Ranch or Emissaries of
Divine Light? These entities are precious to
me because they express and embody what is
true and real. They are an expression of

profound Love. But they are not my God.

I would think any spiritual leader has to face
that kind of question. Or at least they have
the opportunity to face it. What do they

worship?

In my imagination, if I had a secret meeting
with Pope Francis, and he could speak freely
and honestly, he would readily acknowledge
the distinction between worshipping the
Catholic Church and worshipping God. He
may not dare say it publicly, but in his heart
of hearts, I bet he knows.
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Our calling as a race of people who are
descended from our hunter-gatherer
ancestors is to know what is true beyond all
superstition, prejudice, or limited human
belief. Truth is an elusive thing. A true fact or
theory might be part of what is true. But
truth is far more than a fact or theory. Truth
is reality. It is everything. And anyone who
claims their pet theory or their pet fact is the
truth does not know what they are talking
about. It may be part of truth. But we only
know truth when we know Reality—when
we know God and the embodiment and
expression of God. And who could define

that or encapsulate it mentally?

It was not just the Roman Empire that
churchified what Jesus brought under the
Roman emperor Constantine, and after. The
apostles Peter and Paul did a good job of that
too. And, you might ask, What else were they
going to do, given their level ‘Zf conscious
awareness? We understand. They felt
responsible for bringing something important
to them to the world, so they created a
church, however imperfectly. Ultimately, for
the Christian world, the question is this:

Do we look to them, or the church they
played a seminal role in creating, as the

truth?

Or do we look to the Presence, the Love,

and the Light Jesus brought to the world?

Confucius is credited with this saying:
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When a wise man points at the moon, the

imbecile looks at bisﬁnger.

Christianity has been a finger, pointing to
something. We might argue how clearly or
accurately it does so. Nonetheless, let us look
to the reality it points to without becoming

obsessed with the finger, pro or con.

I'm grateful that Christianity has carried
within itself the thread of who this man was
and what he brought. But let us find that

thread and follow it to its source.

Let us allow the truth that Jesus brought—his
message, his words, his spirit, his Love—be
supreme. I would think that we should weigh
anything anyone had to say about him in light
of the supremacy of the truth he brought. It
was the truth of Love. And let us accept his
invitation to know that truth and let it set us
free. I, for one, claim for myself that I am a

disciple of that truth.

Today, some people embrace the finger—
religion. Some reject the finger. Then some
do not want to hear about it. And yet there
was a gift given to humankind from an
awakened human being for the quickening

of our conscious spiritual evolution.

Whether there is acceptance, rejection, or
apathy about religion, the relevant question is
this: Does a person receive the gift that has been

given?

On this day, there are some of us who

embrace the gift, setting aside all the things
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that would obscure it, distort it, or make it
hard to access. When it comes to the Catholic
Church—or any other church, for that
matter—I have no dog in that fight. I am
grateful for what it has brought down through
the ages, recognizing the error of its ways.
But that is not my primary concern. My
concern is to be a disciple of the Love that
Jesus brought, a disciple of the Light he
brought. My concern is to receive the gift and
do as he asked, which is to give it. I desire to

be an original Christian.

We all have the opportunity to be original
Christians—to receive the Christ spirit into
ourselves and bring it to the world. We have
the opportunity now to be disciples of the
Divine Presence that came through that man
long ago. I am not talking about being a
follower of early leaders of the Christian
church. I am talking about being a disciple of
the gift brought by Jesus himself.

You cannot do that without embracing the
presence and the radiance of the Divine in
yourself. So this is not an exercise of putting
somebody on a pedestal. That is a good way
to avoid receiving the gift—put him on a

pedestal.

We can honor a friend without putting them
on a pedestal. And in honoring them, we
receive their friendship and their gift. That is
exactly the opportunity that is before us.

All Being is eternal. His gift is eternal, and his
Being is eternal, just like all Being. So the gift
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of Divine Presence is available to us here and This is our destiny. This is our dream. This is

now.

Thank you for sharing this meditation with

what is happening to us. Let us be Willing

travelers on this victorious journey.

me and this large, compassionate view of So let it be.

what has transpired for us as humankind. And

with that view, let us ready ourselves. Let us I believe in a world
equip ourselves for the next leg of this Where light will guide us

journey, for the final coming together of
hunter-gatherer tribes who went through
experiences of agriculture, empire, and
industry but who are beginning to know
themselves as one people, one race, one
heart, one Love, one Light, one collective

Presence around the world.

i

And giving our love

We’ll make heaven on earth.

David Karchere (Sunrise Ranch)
dkarchere(@emnet.org
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