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map for this territory. It has not been covered before, and it requires courage, as I was speaking about last 
month. It is scary, unfamiliar and uncomfortable territory. It has strange, shadowy shapes in the corners 
and in the distance, and it sets the imagination working. Those pioneers of America who crossed the Great 
Plains in covered wagons, going west towards the unknown, going towards a sea that they only knew about 
in hearsay—men, women, children, cattle—took their worlds with them, and they took each step, 
fulfilling their vision, to cross those great expanses. In these days we are still crossing great expanses, only 
of another nature. 
 
There also seem to be ancient fears coming up in our capacities, things that are perhaps murmurs of distant 
memories in our personal and family cultures, but may be further removed than that—they may be race 
memories, collective memories, triggered by the echoes of the way things were long ago. These are no less 
present in our capacities now and will tend to trip us up if we are not alert. So there’s conscious work to 
be done.  
 
I’m also aware that in the culminating phases of any creative cycle, questioning the current reality is 
intrinsic to the cycle. Individually we question our own capacities: “Did I fail? Have I been bad? I’m actually 
not sure what’s happening. I think I’m a failure.” Anybody recognize those thoughts in their own 
capacities? So what do you say to yourself? I have a conversation with myself that goes like this: “There has 
to be another way. I need to look at this differently. Oh, so this is what I need to be doing right now.”  
 
These feelings are part of what we need to face as we continue to move in these culminating phases. There 
is much evidence in the world that is telling us we are culminating in a particular cycle. No need to 
speculate on what or how—we only have to live fully in our bodies to know what it’s like in this intensity. 
So there is something required of us to actually acknowledge and own everything we have in our capacities, 
while still knowing we are on the right track and do have whatever it will take to fulfill the cycle. 
 
A phrase in the Bible came to my attention while we were considering things in the Leadership Program: 
“And man became a living soul.” (Genesis 2:7) He wasn’t just in the air, a sort of disembodied spirit. He was 
on Earth; Man became a living soul, something manifest, available right now, present in our daily life. In 
the Old Testament, God is often referred to as “the living God”—present right now, experienced in every 
moment that we choose to be open to it.  
 
Many of the spiritual practices that I’m aware of invite us to go to a place of bliss or stillness, or love and 
harmony and light. They describe a process of ascent. And while there is a distant memory of harmony and 
peace and light, the fact of the matter is we’re on this planet now to transform exactly what we’ve got, 
now. Actually it matters not whose fault it was that the world is now in this situation. Ours is the job we 
have now, to be a living soul, present now. And this is where we need people who are willing to walk 
through walls! I think that could be described as a magic trick, a sleight-of-hand, something conjured by 
our imagination. But actually it takes courage to be in the world but not of it, to not be ruled by the 
structures and concepts and beliefs that we’ve put together and that we now live behind. 
 
I’ve been reading some material by a Sufi writer. He tells the story of a man being taken out of his body to 
a place of light, and there being given the choice as to whether he wanted to go back to Earth or whether 
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